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Ben Davis won title with teamwork, not stars

This fefter {s in response {0
how the “Ben Davis Duds” won
the 1996 THSAA boy's staie bas-

- ketbail championship. They won
it like every team that has won
the “Greatest Speciacle in High
Schoot Sports,” from Crawiords-
ville in 1911 to the unranized Gi-
ants in 1988 — with teamwork.

While sgeiety has insialled this
thinldng that we shoulc only be
concerned with personal achieve-
ments and that it fakesastar
player or star players fowina
championship, the Ben Davis.
ieam showed otherwise.

The Giants’ group of non-All
Stars on the other hand left their
selfishness ané pride in the
schoolhguee parking lot and lis-
tened to cgach Steve Witty. They
showed that it takes ali-players,
one to 12 onra roster, {0 wiit 2
champicnship, not one siar play-
er.

Cbwiously, it was a combina-
tion of Witty's experience of tal-
inig three previous teams to the
[HSAA “Final Four” and winning
the state championship in 1995
and the unselfishness of his play-
ers that led to their run in the

© bali,

state tourr;ament and eventual
1986 diie.
. Witly is the only coach to ever
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‘lead his team to four strajght “Fi-
- nal Four” appearances. So he

knows what it {akes fo get a tcam
there. And that is what he has
talren e5ch me: a Eawm! _
Carmel won the staie champi-
oaship in 1977, not 1978, Former
Indianapolis Colts quarterback
Marlk Herrmann, wiio was on'the
Carmel team, was the leading
seorer and was awarded the cov-
cted Arthur L. Trester Award for
Mental Attitude, not Mr. Basket-

Ben Davis is not the only siate
champioxn to not have a player
chosen for the Indiana All Stars.
Carmel also failed to not have 2
player chosezn on the 1977 Indi-
ana Al-Siar team when they. won
the state championship. Besides
the ‘77 Greyhounds and ‘886 Gi-
ants. the other champions not
represented on the All-Star team
the same season they won the
title were Hammond Technical
{1840), Muncie Ceniral (1979) and
Marion (1288).

Robest V. Rexix, Gresnwoad
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Why the Indiana High School Ath-
letic Association is talking about con-
veriing its storied Boys State Basket-
ball Finals into a class tournament is
a mystery to us.

Baskeiball simply doesnm'i get any
classier than Ben Davis' 57-54 double-
overtimme win over New Albany before
21,748 screaming fans in the RCA
Dome.

If the 86th [HSAA tournament is to
be the last of the single-class basket-
ball tournamenis — and we certainly
hope it isn't — it couldn't have ended
with much more of climax than with
Ben Davis Giants forward Jeff Poisel
draining a 3-poinier at the buzzer in a
second overtime to give Ben Davis its
second straight championship.

Bobby Plump’s game-winning shot
that brought Milan its miracle victory
in 1954 may remain the shot for the
ages in the lore of the IHSAA tourna-
ment, but Poisel's game-winner was
one that will be remembered and
talked about for a long time to come.

It was one of those games that
neither team should have had {o lose.
But the Giants were certainly warthy
victors.

Although Ben Davis was the de-
fending champion, it lost most of lasi
vear's starters to graduation. In Febru-
ary, the Gianis had a 10-6 record and
were not even ranked.

Anvone who was surprised by Ben
Davis” - -~ea: championship and itis
record-breaking fourth consecutive
appearance in the State Finals., how-
ever, doesn’'t know about the Wayne
Township school system's total bas-
ketball program. It is a program that
involves the entire communily and
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one that develops winners.

While this year's team lacked the
big-name stars that have helped de-
fine Ben Davis basketball in the past,

. the boys squad more than made up for

it with individuals who understood the
concept of being role players.

They also were players who didn't
know how to quit.

Other teams mighi have been total-
ly demoralized when New Albany's
Regdinald Wheeler hit a baseline shot
at the buzzer to send the game into
gvertime.

But Giants Coach Steve Witty gath-
ered his players and said, “Hey, keep
your heads up. This is fun. This is
what it's all about.”

Witty probably thinks sky diving or
bungee jumping is fun, too.

Ben Davis is now a team that has to
be considered alongside some of the
most powerful teams — Marion, Cris-
pus Atiucks, Frankilin ~— in the an-
nals of the IHSAA tournament. Con-
gratulations to the coach, the players
and the whole Wayne Township com-
munity for their sucecess.

Saturday nighi's game was, unfor-
tunately, a game that someone had fo
lose. As New Albany Coach Don Un-
ruh said of his players, "“I'm about as
proud of these kids as I've ever been:
They played with a lot of heart and
Iaid it all out on the line fonight.”

They may not have won one of the
most thrilling championships in IH-
SAA history, but it’s hard to say thex
lost it.

And as for the IHSAA, why it would
want {o tinker with a tournament that
brings Hoosiers this kind of thrilling
basketball is beyond us.
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Why should we taxpayers pay
S175 million to keep the Pacers in
Indianapolis when Ben Davis is
the best team in town and doesn't
require lucury boxes?

CHARLES HUGHES
Indianapolis
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